
Fiction
FIC-ABO
The Translator by Leila Aboulela (2006)
When a Sudanese widow living in Aberdeen 
and working as an Arabic translator at a 
Scottish university takes a job with a Scottish 
Islamic scholar, she ýnds herself falling in 
love, despite his lack of faith in all she holds 
sacred.

FIC-ADA
Harbor by Lorraine Adams (2004)
A young Algerian stowaway escapes the hold 
of a tanker to seek refuge in Boston with other 
immigrants, only to be caught up in a world 
of duplicity, stolen identities, and ambiguity, 
much like his former life.

FIC-DEB
Birds Without Wings by Louis De Bernieres 
(2004)
In the ýnal days of the Ottoman Empire, the 
lives of Armenians, Christians, and Muslims 
peacefully intertwine, until a military leader 
conscripts the young men to battle the 
invading European forces, and religious 
fanaticism and nationalism destroy the peace.

FIC-GIB
Sweetness in the Belly by Camilla Gibb  
(2006)
Orphaned at age eight, British-born Lilly 
devotes her life to the teachings of the Qurôan 
from within a Suý shrine, but is persecuted 
for her foreign heritage, forcing her to þee to 
London, where she is equally disconnected. 

FIC-HOS
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  (2003)
Traces the unlikely friendship of a wealthy 
Afghan youth and a servantôs son, in a tale 
that spans the ýnal days of Afghanistanôs 
monarchy through the atrocities of the present 
day.

FIC-IYE
Abandon by Pico Iyer (2003)
Obsessed with the teachings of Suýsm, an 
English graduate student follows the trail of 
some rumored ancient Islamic manuscripts 
in a vain search and to an encounter with an 
enigmatic, elusive young woman.

FIC-KAZ
Halide’s Gift by Frances Kazan (2001)
In late-nineteenth-century Constantinople, 
two sisters from a family with close ties to the 
Sultan are torn apart by their love for two very 
different men and by a dangerous political 
divide.

FIC-KHA
Mosaic by Soheir Khashoggi (2004)
Her world shattered when her husband 
kidnaps their twin daughters, with the intent 
of raising them in his Jordan homeland, a 
mother seeks to reclaim her children.

FIC-KHO
Gate of the Sun by Elias Khoury (2005)
In a makeshift hospital in a refugee camp on 
the outskirts of Beirut, an aging Palestinian 
freedom ýghter lies in a coma. His spiritual 
son nurses the older man, refusing to 
admit that his hero may never regain 
consciousness.

FIC-MAL
Londonstani by Gautam Malkani (2006)
Struggling with the cultural and religious 
dynamics of modern London, an eighteen-
year-old ýnds himself targeted for his gang 
membership, unpromising education, and 
attraction to a woman of a different race.

FIC-PAM
My Name is Red by Orhan Pamuk (2001)
A furor erupts when the Sultan hires a group 
of artists to illuminate a great book in the 
European style, celebrating his reign at a time 
in which all ýgurative art is considered Islamic 
heresy.  A mystery set against the backdrop 
of religious repression in sixteenth-century 
Istanbul.

FIC-PAR
Touba and the Meaning of Night by 
Shahrnuch Parsipur (2006)
In the character of Touba, the author explores 
the changing fortunes of Iranian women 
through 80 years of turbulent history.

SF-ROB
The Years of Rice and Salt by Kim Stanley 
Robinson (2002)
In an alternate history world in which Europe 
is almost completely wiped out by the Black 
Death during the fourteenth century, three 
superpowers—China, India, and the nations 
of Islamðbattle for supremacy.

FIC-SAS
Ester’s Child by Jean P. Sasson (2001)
Follows the lives of three familiesðthe Gale 
family, Jewish settlers living in Jerusalem, 
Demetrius Antoun, raised in the Shatila 
refugee camp in Beirut; and Christine Kleist, 
daughter of a guilt-ridden former S.S. ofýcer.

FIC-SIM
Pretty Birds by Scott Simon (2005)
Brutalized and forced into hiding by the 
Bosnian Serbsô war of ethnic cleansing, 
a Muslim high-school basketball star is 
separated from her best friend, a Christian.  
She is recruited to become a sniper in the 
war-torn city of Sarajevo.



FIC-SOU
The Map of Love by Ahdaf Soueif (2000)
An American journalist goes to Egypt to 
unravel the truth behind her ancestor, an 
English widow who fell in love with an 
Egyptian in 1901.  The affair is echoed in her 
own relationship with an Egyptian-American 
conductor.

FIC-TRI
After by Claire Tristram (2004)
A woman who has lost her husband to an 
Islamic extremist decides to take a Muslim 
man as a lover, and in their intense, twenty-
four-hour encounter, her attempt to purify 
herself through sex goes terribly wrong.

FIC-URI
Haj by Leon Uris (1984)
Narrates the tragic history of the Middle East 
in the turbulent era from World War I to the 
early decades of the existence of Israel.

FIC-WES
The Tower of Babel by Morris L. West (1968)
Several people in the Middle East, including 
Israelis, a Beirut banker, and a member of 
the Palestine Liberation Front, endure the 
tensions preceding the Six-Day War.

Russell Library
Middletown, Connecticut

Russell Library
123 Broad Street

Middletown, Connecticut 06457
(860) 347-2528

www.russelllibrary.org

2/07

Understanding the 
Diversity of Islam

Fiction Books
for Adults

So then,
Muslim Child,
child of Peace,
what do your bright eyes see?
 
I see that weôre each a piece in
the puzzle of humanity.
Iôll try to understand you
if you try to understand me.
 
Muslim Child: Understanding Islam 
Through Stories and Poems
by Rukhsana Khan


