
Non-Fiction
200 REL 
Religious Foundations of Western Civilization: Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam edited by Jacob Neusner (2006)
Despite conþicts, these three religions deýned for the West the human 
situation; inþuenced the arts, architecture, music, and literature; preserved 
philosophy, science, and technology; and engaged one another in religious, 
political, and cultural dialogue.

291 PET
The Children of Abraham: Judaism, Christianity, Islam by F.E. Peters, 
(2004)
Traces the three faiths from the sixth century B.C. to the Middle Ages.

297 ABD
What’s Right with Islam: A New Vision for Muslims and the West by 
Feisal Abdul Rauf (2004)
An American Imamôs mosque was only twelve blocks from the World 
Trade Center on September 11.  He argues that what went wrong is the 
relationship between the Muslim world and the West and offers a basis for 
rebuilding a pluralistic, free society.

297 AHM
The Essence of Islam  by Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian (2004)
The founder of the Ahmadiyya Movement of Islam pronounced himself 
the Promised Messiah.  These are extracts from his writings, speeches, 
announcements, and discourses.

297 ASL
No God But God: The Origins, Evolution, and Future of Islam by Reza 
Aslan (2005)
A scholar of comparative religions explains Islam in all its complexity.

297 AYO
Islam: Faith and History by Mahmoud M. Ayoub (2005)
A survey of signiýcant events, issues and ýgures in historical context.
 

297 ESP
Islam: The Straight Path by John L. Esposito, 2005.
The reader is introduced to the faith and practices of Islam from early times 
to its contemporary resurgence.
 

297 FRA
The Wisdom of Islam: A Practical Guide to the Wisdom of Islamic 
Belief by Robert Frager(2002)
Written by a Western convert to the Suý order, the book illuminates 
the actual experiences of men and women in Islam, emphasizing the 
ambivalence toward Western culture and the wide variations in the roles
of women.

297 GRI
A Brief Guide to Islam: History, Faith and Politics: The Complete 
Introduction  by Paul Grieve (2006)
An overview of religious and political issues, with advice for visitors to 
Muslim countries.

297 HAS
The Beliefnet Guide to Islam by Hesham A. Hassaballa and Kabir 
Helminski (2006)
Outlines the core beliefs that shape Muslims: faith, prayer, charity, fasting 
and self-puriýcation, and the Hajj, and the differences between the Sunni 
and the Shia.

297 ISL
Islam: Opposing Viewpoints edited by William Dudley (2006)
Islamic and non-Islamic scholars and contributors debate Islamôs 
relationship to violence and the West, the status of Muslim women, and 
other important questions.
 

REF 297 KOR
The Koran translated with notes by N.J. Dawood (1974)
A revised, updated translation of the Koran, in clear, þuent English, while 
preserving the characteristic þavor and rhythm of the original.

297.082 HIR
The Caged Virgin: An Emancipation Proclamation for Women and 
Islam by Ayaan Hirsi Ali (2006)
Ali details abuses suffered by female Muslims and challenges Western 
culture and Islam to confront issues of religion and individual freedom.

297.09 ARM
Islam: A Short History by Karen Armstrong (2000)
A quick and thoughtful introduction to Islam in stylish and accessible prose.

297.09 NEV
Crossroads to Islam: The Origins of the Arab Religion and the Arab 
State  by Yehuda Nevo and Judith Koren (2003)
Western scholars claim that Muslim sources for the origins and spread 

of the religion must be radically reinterpreted or discarded as historical 
evidence.  They rely on contemporary literary sources and material 
remains.

297.122 ALI
The Meaning of the Holy Qur’an translated by Abdullah Yusuf Ali (2004)  
Considered the most popular English translation, this edition has the 
complete original Arabic text, English translation, as well as extensive 
footnotes and commentary.

297.122 KOR
The Koran Interpreted A translation by A.J. Arberry (1996)
Since its ýrst publication in the 1950s, this translation of the Koran has 
been considered one of the most accessible to a Western audience. It 
contains language that is clear and lyrical, while preserving the meaning of 
the original Arabic.

297.28 UNI
The Universal Spirit of Islam: From the Koran and Hadith edited by 
Judith Fitzgerald and Michael Oren Fitzgerald (2006)
Examines the two primary sources for Islam as possible keys to improving 
interfaith understanding.

297.352 NOM
Standing Alone in Mecca: An American Woman’s Pilgrimage Into the 
Heart of Islam by Asra Q. Nomani (2005)
A reporter who is also a Muslim unwed mother goes undercover on 
the Hajj, reþecting on the history and progress of women in Islam.  Her 
biography takes readers beyond the traditional faith to bring it fully into its 
own today in America.

297.4 KAB 
Classical Islam and the Naqshbandi Suþ Tradition by Muhammad 
Hisham Kabbani (2004)
The Naqshbandi Order is one of the few authentic mystical traditions 
that still maintain a living link with its ancient past.  The book details the 
fundamental principles of the Suý path and the primary teachings of the 
Order, an important current in spiritual thinking.

297.5 LAN
Struggling to Surrender: Some Impressions of an American Convert 
to Islam by Jeffrey Lang, 2000.
An autobiographical account of the authorôs conversion, what drew him to 
Islam, and the difýculties he had to overcome before accepting it.



297.82 NAS
The Shia Revival: How Conÿicts Within Islam Will Shape the Future  
by Vali Nasr, 2006.
An historical account of the rivalries between the Shias and the Sunnis, 
which differentiates the religious and theological aspect of Islam from its 
political and military rivalries.

305.78 AHM
A Border Passage: From Cairo to America—A Woman’s Journey by 
Leila Ahmet, 1999.
A young woman in Cairo in the 1940s and ó50s witnessed the end 
of colonialism, the creation of Israel, the rise of nationalism, and the 
breakdown of a once multi-religious society.  She reþects upon language, 
race, nationality, and the hidden world of womenôs Islam.

709.17671 KHA
Islamic Art and Culture: A Visual History, by Nasser D. Khalili, 2006.
An exquisite volume that spans over 1,200 years of history and includes 
works discovered in more than 50 countries, the rich material culture of 
the Muslim world comes alive in these pages.
 

891.55 HAF
The Gift: Poems By the Great Suþ Master Haþz; translated by Daniel 
James Ladinsky, 1999.
These poems convey the oft-persecuted Suý sect within Islam, which is 
all-inclusive in its theology, humane and celebratory.

909.0982 OSH
Sea of Faith: Islam and Christianity in the Medieval Mediterranean 
World  by Stephen OôShea, 2006.
Chronicles the meeting of minds and the collisions of armies that marked 
the interaction of Cross and Crescent in the Middle Ages.

947.5 GRI
Caucasus: A Journey to the Land Between Christianity and Islam by 
Nicholas Grifýn, 2004.
A narrative on a journey to this war torn region that explores the roots of 
todayôs conþict, centering on a great nineteenth century Muslim warrior.

B-MUHAMMED ARM
Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time  by Karen Armstrong, 2006.
A nicely written biography of Islamôs prophet, but should be balanced by 
other biographies as well.
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So then,
Muslim Child,
child of Peace,
what do your bright eyes see?
 
I see that we’re each a piece in
the puzzle of humanity.
I’ll try to understand you
if you try to understand me.
 
Muslim Child: Understanding Islam 
Through Stories and Poems
by Rukhsana Khan


