
Non-Fiction
j 297 CAR  
Who Are the Muslims? by Melissa S. Carr, 2004
A thorough introduction to Muslim belief, law and culture. (grades 6-12 )

j 297 GAN
The Qur’an and Islam by Anita Ganeri, 2003
Concise deýnitions of Islamic terms, and the components of the Qurôan.  
(grades 5-7)

j 297 KHA
The Muslim Child by Rukhsana Khan, 2002
Teaches younger children faith through simple stories and poems.
(grades 1-3)

j 297 REL
I Am Muslim by Jessica Chalfonte, 1996
Deýnitions of Islamic terms. (grades pre-K-2)

j 297 RIE
The World of Islam by Julien Ries, 2002
Beautifully illustrated overview of the history and beliefs of Islam.
(grades 5-8)

j 297 SEA
Muslims and the West by Dr. Evelyn Sears, 2004
A detailed look at the interplay between Muslim countries and the west. 
(grades 8-12)

j 297 TAM
Muslim by Richard Tames, 2005
Abundantly illustrated, simply written overview of the religion.
(grades 3-5)

j 297 WHI
Islamic Fundamentalism by Kim Whitehead, 2004
The role fundamentalism has played in such countries as Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Afghanistan and Pakistan.  (grades 6-10)

j 297 WHI
Islam: the Basics by Kim Whitehead, 2004
How the religion came into being, how it divided into major and minor 
sects, and the doctrinal differences.  (grades 6-10)

j 297.18  CON
Ayat Jamilah: Beautiful Signs collected and adapted by Sarah Conover 
and Freda Crane, 2004
Adaptations of stories from the Qurôan, divine revelations given to Prophet 
Muhammad, collections of hadiths, stories of historical Muslims, and folk 
tales.  (grades 3-8)

j 297.3 ROS
Mecca and Other Islamic Holy Places by Mandy Ross, 2003 
A look at the holy sites of Islam.  (grades 1- 3)

j 297.351 KHA
What You Will See Inside a Mosque by Aisha Karen Khan, 2003
The mosques are in North America.  (grades 4-8)

j 297.36 AHS
Muslim Festivals by M.M. Ahsan, 1987
Customs of traditional Islamic festivals and celebrations.  (grades 4-6)

j 297.36 GHA
Ramadan by Subaib Hamid Ghazl, 1996
How a representative family celebrates the holiday.  (grades 1-3)

j 297.36 HOY
Celebrating Ramadan by Diane Hoyt-Goldsmith, 2001
A real-life American Muslim family shows the meaning of the holiday.  
Includes recipes, prayers and calendars.  (grades 3-6)

j 297.36
MAR  Id-Ul-Fitr by Kerena Marchant, 1996
Explains the festival that follows Ramadan and looks at some of the ways 
Muslims around the world celebrate it.  (grades 1-3) 

j 297.63 DEM
Muhammad by Demi, 2003
The life of the Messenger of God accompanied by illustrations in the style 
of the Persian miniature.  (grades 3-8)

j 811.54 POD
Jerusalem Sky: Stars, Crosses, and Crescents by Mark Podwal, 2005
In poignant verse and luminous paintings, the author celebrates the 
profound meanings that the holy city Jerusalem holds for the three great 
monotheistic religions. (grades 4 & up)

Fiction
j ELL
The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis (2001)
In an Afghanistan ruled by the Taliban, eleven-year-old Parvana must 
disguise herself as a boy in order to become the breadwinner for her 
persecuted family.

j ELL
Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis (2002)
Now thirteen, Parvana must search for her family in an Afghanistan 
shattered by the U.S. invasion.

j ELL
Mud City by Deborah Ellis (2003)
Parvanaôs best friend, Shauzia, has þed Afghanistan and must learn how 
to survive on her own in Peshawar, Pakistan.

j STA
Shabanu, Daughter of the Wind  by Suzanne Fisher (1989)
When eleven-year-old Shabanu, the daughter of a nomad in Pakistan, is 
pledged in marriage to an older, wealthy man, she must choose between 
customary obedience and danger-fraught independence. 

Video
j 297 WHA
Understanding World Religions: What Is Islam
The life of Muhammad, a visit to a mosque, the Five Pillars and the daily 
Muslim ritual of Salah, all related in a 20 minute documentary.
(grades 4-7)

YA Books (Grades 7 and up)
297.0973 HAS
American Muslims: The New Generation by Asma Gull Hasan, 2002
Brought up a Muslim in a small town in Colorado, Hasan describes the 
different ways in which Muslims in the United States live out their faith.

297.0973 HAS
Why I Am a Muslim: An American Odyssey  by Asma Gull Hasan, 2004
An American of Pakistani heritage, the author writes as an ardent feminist 
to defend Islam against prejudice and misconceptions.



297.0973 WOR
American Islam: Growing Up Muslim in America by Richard Wormser, 
1994
Drawing on interviews with recent immigrant Muslim teens and African-
American converts, the author discusses the central issues of Islam as 
they relate to teen life in this country.

YA Graphic 297 SAR
Introducing Islam by Ziauddin Sardar and Zafar Abbas Malik, 2001
With many illustrations, this is an introduction to Islam, its beliefs, history, 
culture and contributions over the past 1,500 years

YA 811.54 NYE
19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East by Naomi Shihab 
Nye, 2002
A collection of 60 poems reþecting life both in the Middle East and as an 
Arab-American working for peace. 

YA 808.81 SPA and j 808.81 SPA
The Space Between Our Footsteps: Poems and Paintings From the 
Middle East edited by Naomi Shihab Nye, 1998
An anthology of poetry and art by more than 100 poets and artists from
19 countries in the Middle East.

YA 056.94 RIF
We Just Want to Live Here: A Palestinian Teenager, an Israeli 
Teenager, An Unlikely Friendship by Amal RifaôI and Odelia Ainbinder 
with Sylke Tempel, 2003
The story of two young women, one Palestinian, the other Jewish, who 
met in Switzerland during an exchange program. The letters that passed 
between them, initially accusatory, are ultimately based on friendship and 
mutual respect.

YA Non-Fiction
Struggling to Surrender: Some Impressions of an American Convert 
to Islam by Jeffrey Lang, 2000
An autobiographical account of the authorôs conversion, what drew him to 
Islam, and the difýculties he had to overcome before accepting it.

YA LAT and j LAT
Kampung Boy by Lat, ýrst published in 1979, ýrst American edition 2006.
A graphic novel about a boy growing up in Malaysia.  It contains much 
information regarding his instruction in the Koran and the Muslim culture 
in which he lived. Russell Library
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(860) 347-2528

www.russelllibrary.org

2/07

Understanding the 
Diversity of Islam
For Younger Readers

So then,
Muslim Child,
child of Peace,
what do your bright eyes see?
 
I see that we’re each a piece in
the puzzle of humanity.
I’ll try to understand you
if you try to understand me.
 
Muslim Child: Understanding Islam 
Through Stories and Poems
by Rukhsana Khan


