
Drama
FOREIGN – PER-B
Baycot (Boycott) - Directed by Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf, Iran, 1985, 85 mins.
An absorbing account of a leftist guerilla’s 
arrest prior to the Islamic revolution and his 
experience in prison.

DVD-FOREiGN-PER-D
Circle - Directed by Jaýr Panahi, Iran, 2000, 
90 mins.  Banned by the Iranian government, 
this is a critical and extremely powerful ýlm 
about women who suffer from unjust laws.

DVD-FOREiGN-FAR-C
Close Up - Directed by Abbas Kiarostami, 
Iran, 1990, 100 mins.
An Iranian ýlmmaker blurs the lines between 
documentary and narrative ýlm, with some 
footage from actual events and real people as 
“actors.”

DVD-FOREiGN-PER-D
Color of Paradise - Directed by Majid Majidi, 
Iran, 1999, 91 mins.
A blind boy is given up by his father and taken 
out of school to apprentice with a carpenter.  
Although the ýlm is probably intended to be 
religious from the Islam point of view, we can 
ýnd in it our own brand of spirituality.

DVD-FOREiGN-PER-C
Crimson Gold - Directed by Jafar Panahi, 
Iran, 2004, 97 mins.
Winner at the 2003 Cannes Film Festival 
but banned in Iran, this ýlm shows the 
growing chasm between rich and poor and 
the psychological effects of living under a 
fundamentalist regime.

DVD-FOREiGN-FAR-D
Day Break - Directed by Hamid Rahmanian, 
Iran, 2006, 85 mins.
Since the Islamic Revolution in Iran, capital 
punishment is carried out according to 

Islamic law, which gives the family of the victim 
ownership of the offender’s life.

DVD-FOREiGN-FAR-D
The Day I Became a Woman - Directed by 
Marziyeh Meshkini, Iran, 2005, 78 mins.
Elegant minimalism and eloquence of this 
ýlm depict the fundamental issues of Iranian 
society and the role of women with painful 
clarity.

FOREiGN-PER-H
Hidden Half - Directed by Tamineh Milani, Iran, 
2001, 103 mins.
Fundamentalists objected to this sympathetic 
portrayal of those who fought against the 
Islamic revolution, this is the story of a 
woman’s affair with a married man.

DVD-DRama-M
Maryam - Directed by Ramin Serry, USA, 
2002, 87 min.
An Iranian-born teenager living in suburban 
New Jersey thinks of herself as simply an 
American until anti-Iranian sentiment erupts in 
her community when American hostages are 
held in Iran.

FOREiGN-PER-K
The Key - Directed Ebrahim Forouzesh, Iran, 
1986, 76 mins.
Humor, pathos and suspense ýll this story of 
a four-year-old and an infant left home alone 
while their mother goes to the store.  Winner of 
Best Children’s Film, Berlin Film Festival.

DVD-FOREiGN-PER-L
Leila - Directed by Mehrjui, Iran, 2000, 129 
mins.  .  An interfering mother-in-law expects 
her son to take a second wife to create an heir 
when her daughter-in-law cannot conceive.

DVD-FOREiGN-PASH-O
Osama - Directed by Siddiq Barmak, Afghani-
stan, 2003, 83 mins.
Inspired by a true story, this is the ýrst entirely 

Afghan ýlm since the fall of the Taliban.

DVD-FOREiGN-PER-T
Taste of Cherry - Directed by Abbas
Kiarostami, Iran, 1997, 95 mins.
A man, about to commit suicide, travels to 
various locations trying to seek someone who 
will bury him after he is dead.  Winner, Palme 
d’Or, Cannes.

DVD-FOREiGN-PER-U
Under the Skin of the City - Directed by
Rakhshan Bani Etemad, Iran, 2001, 92 mins.
A powerful family drama about an Iranian 
mother of four who is faced with unexpected 
challenges that threaten her family and her 
way of life.

FOREiGN-FAR-W
White Balloon - Directed by Jaýr Panahi, 
Iran, 1996, 85 mins.
Winner of Camera d’Or, the story of a young 
girlôs desire for a goldýsh to start her New 
Year’s holiday.

Non-Fiction
VIDEO 297.0973 BOR
Born in the USA: Muslim Americans - 
Ahmed Soliman Productions, 2003, 60 mins.
This unique ýlm challenges the 
misrepresentation of Muslims in America.  It 
follows a Muslim American doctor and teacher 
in a post-9/11 world.  It looks at their everyday 
lives, as well as interactions with their 
families, friends and colleagues; sometimes 
funny, often startling insights are shared.

VIDEO 297 INS
Inside Islam - History Channel, 2002,
100 mins.
The veil of mystery is lifted on a 
misunderstood faith.  See what the Qur’an 
says about war, violence and suicide and 



how these words have been co-opted 
by extremists.  Here experts discuss the 
challenges which include the crisis of 
authority and deep divisions among sects.

VIDEO 297 ISL
Islam: Empire of Faith - PBS Home Video, 
2001, 163 mins.
This three-hour program, narrated by Ben 
Kingsley, is on the great sweep of Islamic 
power and faith during its ýrst 1,000 years, 
and its impact on Western culture and the 
course of world history.

VIDEO 297 ISL
Islamic Mysticism: The Suý Way - Hartley 
Film Foundation, 1997, 30 mins.
Centuries ago, Suýsm was formed in reaction 
to the “worldly” jewels—architecture and 
clothing—which they felt was overcoming 
Islam.  Suýs sought to purify their practice 
with prayer, fasting and study.  Filmmaker 
Elda Hartley joins author Huston Smith in this 
revealing look at one of the most mysterious 
religious sects.

VIDEO 297.63 MUH
Muhammad; Legacy of a Prophet - KQED 
presentation, 2002, 116 mins.
Life story of the prophet who changed world 
history and still inþuences the lives of 1.2 
billion people.

VIDEO 297 MUS
Muslims - Mystic Fire Video for FRONTLINE, 
2002, 60 mins.
Misconceptions and lack of understanding 
dominate America’s perceptions of Islam, the 
world’s second largest and fastest growing 
religion.  The ýlm emphasizes Islamôs kinship 
with Christianity and Judaism and looks at 
diverse interpretations of Islam among the 
Muslim people.
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So then,
Muslim Child,
child of Peace,
what do your bright eyes see?
 
I see that we’re each a piece in
the puzzle of humanity.
I’ll try to understand you
if you try to understand me.
 
Muslim Child: Understanding Islam 
Through Stories and Poems
by Rukhsana Khan


