The Hired Girl by Laura Amy Schlitz.
Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, just
like the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns for real life and true love.
But what hope is there for adventure,
beauty, or art on a hardscrabble farm
in Pennsylvania where the work never
ends? Over the summer of 1911, Joan
pours her heart out into her diary as
she seeks a new, better life for herself—because maybe, just maybe, a
hired girl cleaning and cooking for six
dollars a week can become what a
farm girl could only dream of—a woman with a future. YA-SCH
Between Shades of Grey by Ruta
Sepetys. In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina
is preparing for art school, first dates,
and all that summer has to offer. But
one night, the Soviet secret police
barge violently into her home, deporting her along with her mother and
younger brother. They are being sent
to Siberia. Lina's father has been separated from the family and sentenced
to death in a prison camp. All is lost.
Lina fights for her life, fearless, vowing
that if she survives she will honor her
family, and the thousands like hers, by
documenting their experience in her
art and writing. She risks everything to
use her art as messages, hoping they
will make their way to her father's
prison camp to let him know they are
still alive. YA-SEP
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Audacity by Melanie Crowder. A gorgeously told novel in verse written with
intimacy and power, Audacity is inspired
by the real-life story of Clara Lemlich, a
spirited young woman who emigrated
from Russia to New York at the turn of the
twentieth century and fought tenaciously
for equal rights. In time, Clara convinces
the women in the factories to strike, organize, and unionize, culminating in the
famous Uprising of the 20,000. YA-CRO
Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys. Winter,
1945. Four teenagers. Four secrets. As
thousands of desperate refugees flock to
the coast in the midst of a Soviet advance,
four paths converge, vying for passage
aboard the Wilhelm Gustloff, a ship that
promises safety and freedom. Inspired by
the single greatest tragedy in maritime
history, bestselling and award-winning author Ruta Sepetys (Between Shades of
Gray) lifts the veil on a shockingly littleknown casualty of World War II. An illuminating and life-affirming tale of heart and
hope. YA- SEP
Paper Hearts by Meg Wivott. A novel in
verse, Paper Hearts is the story of survivial, defiance, and friendship. Based on historical events about a group of girls who
were slave laborers at the munitions factory in Auschwitz. YA-WIV

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jaqueline Woodson. Raised in South Carolina and New
York, Woodson always felt halfway home
in each place. In vivid poems, she shares
what it was like to grow up as an African
American in the 1960s and 1970s, living
with the remnants of Jim Crow and her
growing awareness of the Civil Rights
movement. YA-WOO
Walk on Earth a Stranger by Rae Carson.
Lee Westfall has a strong, loving family.
She has a home she loves and a loyal
steed. She has a best friend—who might
want to be something more. Lee can sense
gold in the world around her. Small nuggets in a stream. Even gold dust caught
underneath a fingernail. She has kept her
family safe and able to buy provisions,
even through the harshest winters. When
everything Lee holds dear is ripped away,
she flees west to California—where gold
has just been discovered. Perhaps this will
be the one place a magical girl can be herself. If she survives the journey. YA-CAR

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein. I
have two weeks. You'll shoot me at the
end no matter what I do. That's what
you do to enemy agents. It's what we
do to enemy agents. But I look at all the
dark and twisted roads ahead and cooperation is the easy way out. Possibly
the only way out for a girl caught redhanded doing dirty work like mine - and
I will do anything, anything to avoid SSHauptsturmführer von Linden interrogating me again. He has said that I can
have as much paper as I need. All I have
to do is cough up everything I can remember about the British War Effort.
And I'm going to. But the story of how I
came to be here starts with my friend
Maddie. She is the pilot who flew me
into France - an Allied Invasion of Two.
YA-WEI
Rose under Fire by Elizabeth Wein.
While flying an Allied fighter plane from
Paris to England, American ATA pilot
and amateur poet, Rose Justice, is captured by the Nazis and sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious women's concentration camp. Trapped in horrific circumstances, Rose finds hope in the impossible through the loyalty, bravery
and friendship of her fellow prisoners.
But will that be enough to endure the
fate that's in store for her? YA-WEI

