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Russell Library empowers people to grow, connect, strive, and thrive.

Our strategic goals are to:
     Strengthen community
     Create a safe and welcoming destination
     Foster a thriving economic ecosystem
     Promote a lifelong love of learning

We endeavor to:
     Be future-ready for Middletown
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Strengthen Community

P O D C A S T  D O W N L O A D S

4,493

since Middletown Strong launched in February 2021

B L O G  V I E W S

10,110

The Library Vault has had 5712 visitors since it
launched in April 2023

C I R C U L A T I O N  I N C R E A S E

55%

of children’s materials from 2018 to 2024

A C T I V E  C A R D H O L D E R S

12,280

who reside in Middletown as of June 2024

C H E C K O U T S

265,043

of physical and downloadable materials between
July 2023 - June 2024

Y O U N G  C H I L D R E N  R E G I S T E R E D

573

to receive free age-appropriate books each month -
that is more than 28% of Middletown littles!

https://russelllibrary.org/podcast/
https://thelibraryvault.com/
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Create a Safe and 
Welcoming Destination

V I S I T O R  I N C R E A S E

244%

since 2021
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L I B R A R Y  V I S I T S

175,662

in 2024, up from 130k in 2023, 107k in
2022, and 51k in 2021

Y O U T H  A T T E N D A N C E

11,435

at 407 public programs geared toward
children and families in 12 months

P U B L I C  H O U R S  I N C R E A S E

24%

from 2,513 in 2018 to 3,122 in 2024

G A L L O N S  O F  P A I N T

300+

applied to spruce up this old library

“The lobby looks SO
amazing! I just kind of
gasped in delight as I
walked in...”
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Foster a Thriving 
Economic Ecosystem

V I E W S  O N  T I K T O K

486,100+

Our social media team often features local businesses.
Their Perkatory video “went viral” in July 2024 with 
over 200K views in one month! The video for Al’s Ice
Cream Shoppe and NORA cupcakes got 57.5K views.

E P I S O D E S  ( A N D  C O U N T I N G )

63

Our podcast interviews proprietors such as Rachel of
Cinder + Salt, Michael of Story & Soil, Yasemin of
Reboot Eco, and Kristin of A Pocketful of Posies. It also
shines a spotlight on artists and events like Pride and
Juneteenth which attract people to Middletown.
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A R P A  D O L L A R S  I N V E S T E D

$450,000+

The American Rescue Plan Act funded multiple projects,
including a new roof, lobby renovation, and staff office
consolidation that created more usable public space

“I feel like I just saw a
show at the Goodspeed!”

A grateful audience member

A T T E N D E E S

203

at the Secrets of Russell Library in October 2024



Promote a Lifelong Love
of Learning
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Y O U T H  B O O K S  C H E C K E D  O U T

88,547

from July 2023 - June 2024

J U V E N I L E  B O O K  B U D G E T  I N C R E A S E

10%

over last year, an upward trend we would like to expand
upon in the next budget cycle

T O T A L  P R O G R A M  A T T E N D A N C E

21,573

from July 2023 - June 2024

A T T E N D A N C E  I N C R E A S E

35%

over 2018, when attendance totaled 15,997

E L E C T R O N I C  C I R C U L A T I O N

61,833

including e-books, e-magazines, e-audio, and e-video

The proliferation of
formats Russell Library
carries has squeezed our
collections budgets



Future-ready for Middletown
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S U R V E Y S  S U B M I T T E D

690+

during the first phase of Russell Library’s feasibility
study community input process, in addition to 2 open
houses, 4 focus groups, 2 tabling sessions, and 2
workshops

Y E A R S  S I N C E  R U S S E L L  L I B R A R Y ’ S

L A S T  M A J O R  R E N O V A T I O N  I N  1 9 8 3

41+

which was intended to get us through to the year 2000 -
that makes us 25 years overdue for a building project

G R O S S  S Q U A R E  F E E T

73,000

minimum space needed for Russell Library to serve
Middletown’s growing population, per the Connecticut
State Library Space Planning Guide’s standards - our
current building has 45,000 GSF
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123 Broad Street
Middletown CT 06457

860-347-2528
russelllibrary.org

Photo captions:

Russell Library partnered with Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in 2024. The program offers
free age-appropriate titles to registered Middletown children ages 0-5. Registration is open at
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/CTMIDDLETOWN/.

1.

A patron is delighted to see her first language hand written on Russell Library’s ‘welcome’ sign.2.
Our renovated lobby offers more public space and an undeniable ambiance.3.
Fun new furnishings and live animal visits such as Terry from Eleanor Buck Wolf Nature Center
attract an increasing number of people to our Activity Room.

4.

Our social media team often features Middletown businesses. This video went viral on TikTok!5.
The Secrets of Russell Library put on its third annual production in 2024. The show informs
attendees about Russell Library’s history, building, and “spirited” status.

6.

Some of our youngest patrons engage in the work of childhood: play.7.
Local artist Robert Jefferson poses with Common Council Member Grady Faulkner during the
course of his month-long exhibit on Russell Library’s first floor.

8.

An article entitled A ‘future-ready’ institution appeared in the Middletown Press in August 2022
describing early efforts to address Russell Library’s long-term building plans.

9.

Russell Library’s building project timeline, as projected by our community input consultants at
Margaret Sullivan Studios.

10.

https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/CTMIDDLETOWN/

